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From the Commander: 

Feb 3 – Mar 17  Piloting Course 

February 24  Basic Weather & Forecasting  

March 2  America’s Boating Course 
  

Registration for courses or seminars is done online at 
USPS ‘Member Home’:  

http://www.usps.org/index.php/memb-hc.  You need your 
certificate number and password and city. 

Registration for America’s Boating Course is done online  

www.austinpowersquadron.org.  Click on the America’s 
Boating Course site and enter your postal zip code.  Regis-
tration is also available on the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department boating education site at:  

                                 http://tpwd.elementlms.com/. 

COURSES 

The Piloting Course (Marine Navigation) changed class 
days to Sunday, afternoons, 5:00 -7:00 pm, except for 
scheduled APS meeting dates.  This course covers basics 
of coastal and inland navigation for recreational boats with 
GPS as the primary navigation tool.  Traditional tech-
niques of piloting are practiced to be able to find your way 
on the water, if your GPS fails.  You learn more about 
charts and do a lot of hands on plotting practice.  

SEMINARS 

The lecture for this seminar will start after the general 
membership meeting on Sunday, February 24, at Vaqueros 
Restaurant. The seminar, Basic Weather and Forecasting, 
will be from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm. It covers helpful con-
densed information for boaters in a Power Point presenta-
tion.   A fee is charged for the material.  Register as in-
structed above for USPS courses and seminars.   Contact 
Christine at cgeist@austin.rr.com if you have questions 
about this seminar. 
                                                                                (continued on page 3) 

 

As I sit in the saloon of our classic Bill Garden designed 
trawler “Cahlita” this cold, early February afternoon on 
Vancouver Island, I can’t help but ponder how I got to 
this point in my life, and what role the Austin Power 
Squadron had in my journey.   

In 2011, having finished the 
six year odyssey of building 
the “Terry V” (my Austin 
boat currently at West 
Beach Marina), I quickly 
realized I knew little to 
nothing about boat handling, 
maintenance, navigating, 
piloting etc.  Sure, I’d had a 
fish/ski boat before, but 
nothing quite as big as the “Terry V”.   After much sear-
ching on the internet, I ran across a phone number for 
APS and got in contact with Christine Geist SEO, who 
assured me that she and other members could teach me 
everything I needed to know.  Of course, shortly thereaf-
ter, I got a phone call from Chet Geist inviting me to the 
next monthly meeting and a free meal.  As they say, “the 
rest is history”.  I walked out of that meeting with arms 
red and raw from Chet’s usual twisting tactics and an ap-
plication for membership. 

Now, after seven years of membership, I’ve clawed my 
way to the Bridge and am looking forward to another year 
as your Commander.  Actually, “clawed” may not be the 
right word choice.  Perhaps “dragged kicking and screa-
ming” might be more appropriate, and, of course, the 
twisting marks on my arms are still there.  I wouldn’t tra-
de these experiences for anything.  They have certainly 
enriched my life.                                                                 

In my younger years, I always had a dream of living 
aboard and spending much of my spare time exploring 
new waters and places.  But, as happens with many folks,  

(continued on  page 2) 
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(continued from front page) 

life just kind of got in the way.  So that dream went on the 
back burner for a long, long time, but now it’s no longer a 
dream.  The Admiral (Terry, of course) is onboard with the 
whole notion of spending the unbearably hot Austin sum-
mers cruising the gorgeous waters of the Pacific Northwest.  
Cahlita is a very comfortable vessel moored in a very frien-
dly marina in a beautiful cove a few miles north of Victoria, 
and we’re ready for what’s to come. 

But, I digress.  The issue is how APS helped me get to this 
point.  I think it would be fair to say Cahlita could not have 
happened without the influence of APS.  My boating educa-
tion and growing boat handling confidence have all come 
from the squadron.  The camaraderie amongst our members 
is something to behold.  We have institutional memory in 
our squadron and a lot of it.  Listening to some of our more 
mature members talk about their boating experiences shows 
us all that this is a lifelong avocation.  Hearing members like 
Chet Geist and Howard Yoas talk about their more memora-
ble outings just built a fire under my ambitions.  Talking to 

members in other squadrons also whet my appetite.  Our 
District 21 Commander “Smoke” Williams spent many 
years cruising the PNW and had nothing but great things to 
say about the area.  Likewise, Tony and Lee Goberernatz of 
the San Antonio Squadron who lived in the Seattle area for 
many years rave about boating in Puget Sound. 

And now, the North Saanich Peninsula Squadron of CPS 
(Canadian Power Squadrons) are stepping in to provide me 
the same opportunities in British Columbia.  I have met se-
veral of their Bridge Officers, and last week I became a vo-
ting member of their squadron (of course, I will continue as 
a member of APS). 

Today I had lunch with their webmaster who makes his li-
ving teaching powerboat and sailboat handling.  He teaches 
single inboard engine boat handling and will teach Terry 
and me how to handle this new floating home of ours.  

There are lots of squadron group cruising opportunities in 
the summer that we’ll be taking advantage of, and, of cour-
se, lots of new friends to make. 

Life is good indeed! 

Finally, a few other items on the horizon: 

Our Annual Meeting will be held Sunday February 24th at 
Vaquero’s Mexican Restaurant on Loop 360.  This is an 
important meeting as we will be voting on the 2019 Bridge 
and some Committee assignments.  This is your time to ex-
press your approval or “throw the rascals out”.  The meeting 
will be followed by a Weather seminar.  Contact Christine 
Geist to sign up for the seminar.  Who knows, you might 
have a shot at replacing Jim Spencer at KXAN when he reti-
res.  Flyers have been sent out by email. 

February’s meeting will be followed by the Change of 
Watch on March 24th at the Grille at Rough Hollow.  This 
is the same location as last year, and we hope the occasion 
will be just as great this time.  Details to follow. 

The District 21 2019 Spring Conference is being hosted by 
America’s Boating Club Houston April 5th and 6th.   At the 
Fall Conference in Oklahoma City APS was second only to 
Ft Worth in number of attendees.  Please mark your calen-
dars and plan on attending so we can make another good 
showing.  Details on page 4. 

Lastly, we are planning another Coop Charting event at Port 
Aransas on Saturday, May 4th, 2019.  Most will spend Fri-
day through Sunday there.  The last one in September was 
great fun, and this one should be even better.  Mark your 
calendars for this one too.  APS is second in the nation right 
now and this event should move us right on  up in the ra-
tings.   

Fair Winds, 



    

The USPS National Convention 
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Lifesaving Hack: CPR/First Aid Course at 
Annual Meeting 

Want to learn a valuable life-saving skill? Take the Ameri-

can Heart Association Heartsaver CPR & First Aid Course 

at the 2019 Annual Meeting. The two-year certification 

meets the requirements for the USPS BOC program and 
USCG Captain's License. First-time or recertifying students 

are welcome. The class will be held on Friday, Feb. 22, 

2019, 8 a.m.–5 p.m. It will cover first aid, CPR, AED and 
special medical concerns for boaters. The cost is $85, and 

you must pre-register. The deadline to sign up is Feb. 10, 

2019. For a registration form and more information, login 
to the USPS member’s site and follow the link be-

low.  Email: Jeff McKinney 

Read more:  https://www.usps.org/index.php/

departments/12000/12900/12900-cpr-first-aid 

(continued from front page) 

ABC CLASSES 

Our in-depth boating knowledge course, America’s Boating 

Course, will be offered as a classroom course three times 

this year at the Travis County West Service Center, 4501 
Ranch Rd 620 North.  The dates for the classes are March 

2, June 1 and July 27, 2019.  This course has been updated 

to conform to the ANSI/NASBLA Standards.  America’s 

Boating Course is approved to obtain the required Texas 
Parks and Wildlife boat operator certificate for anyone born 

on or after September 1, 1993, who wishes to operate cer-

tain vessels on public water ways of Texas.   

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Squadron Education Officer 

 

Election of Austin Power Squadron Officers 
Nominees for elected officers for 2019/2020: 

Commander:             Cdr Edward A. Fredholm, JN 

Executive Officer:     Lt/C Deborah E. Parker, S 

SEO                           P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Admin Officer:          Open for Nominations 

Secretary:                  P/C Ginny Strong, AP 

Asst. Secretary:         P/C Chester A. Geist, SN 

Treasurer:                  Lt/C Paul E. Parker, S 

Asst. Treasurer:         P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 
  
Executive Committee 
Members at Large:    P/C Stephen R. Schmidt, JN 

                                   Lt James L. Pollok, P 

                                   Lt Jan Comeaux 
                                    
Auditing Committee 
1 Year (Chairman)     Lt Shirley A. Gentry, S 

2 Years                       P/C Paul Mallett, AP 
3 Years                       Lt Clint Whitaker,S 
  
Nominating Committee 
1 Year (Chairman)     P/C Jesse Comeaux, JN          
2 Years                       P/C John W. Causey, SN 
  
Rules Committee 
1 Year (Chairman)     P/C Robert H. Gentry, SN 

2 Years                       P/D/C Herman Willi Jr., SN 

3 Years                       V/C Howard E. Yoas, SN 

 

  Voting will take place at the Feb 24, 2019 meeting. 

  

Cooperative Charting 

We don’t have to look too far ahead for some good weather 

for Cooperative Charting (CoCh)… so says the groundhog. 
Contact me or Chet Geist for assistance (or company) in 

your geodetic endeavors.   

A couple of  changes may come from the National Conven-
tion this month.  Additional credits for ATONs with dis-

crepancies reported to the Coast Guard is scheduled for 

a vote by the committee. A new SOP clarifying a couple of 

points in the Geodetic program may also be forthcoming. 

Let’s gear up for the squadron Nautical charting in the Port 

Aransas/Rockport area on May 4th. Get a little low pressure 

practice in Sunday after the D21 Spring Conference.  Hou-

ston in sponsoring a district-wide event.  More details soon. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

APS CoCh Chairman 

mailto:Jmckinney2606@gmail.com
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=ee333412dc&e=ca5de514e4
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=ee333412dc&e=ca5de514e4


The Upcoming Meeting and Election 

Join us at Vaqueros Cafe & Cantina,  from 1-2:30 pm for our   

annual APS business meeting.  We will enjoy a Mexican buffet with 
your choice of tea or a soda. Cash bar.   $20 per 
person.  Please RSVP by Feb. 16, 2019 to 

chetg@austin.rr.com or phone 512-327-0928.  
 
A weather seminar will be presented by Christine 

Geist, following the meeting from 2:30-4pm.  The 
weather seminar cost is $26 for members.   

This 90-minute weather seminar will  make the dif-
ference between a great day and a lousy day on the water. Recog-
nize and prepare for whatever weather comes your way. Learn to 
recognize the early signs of changing weather; how to anticipate 
storms, squalls, fog, and wind shifts; and become familiar with basic 

weather elements and how they affect your boating experience.  

Vaqueros Cafe & Cantina 
1801 S. Capital of Texas Hwy, 78746 
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The January Meeting in Photos  

Plan to Attend !!! 

 

 

 

For information and registration go to: 
https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/

events-calendar/special-events/2019-district-

21-spring-conference/ 

Photos by:  Deborah P. 
                   Christine G. 
                   Steve S. 

mailto:chetg@austin.rr.com
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file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/USPS Austin/Plotter archives/Plotter Feb 19-02/Plotter2 February '18.pub
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/USPS Austin/Plotter archives/Plotter Feb 19-02/Plotter2 February '18.pub


    

February 1         Joe Dorn 
February 2         Donald Hearn 

February 5         Libby English 

February 8         Jim Harrison 

February 16       Jonathan Reynolds 
February 18       Dan English 

USCG Boating Safety Mobile App 

This official U. S. Coast Guard app provides 24/7 access to 
the most commonly requested information and resources for 

the recreational boater.  Features of the app include state 

boating information, navigation rules, float plan forms, a 

check list for your safety equipment, 
calling features to report pollution or 

suspicious activity.  With your GPS 

enabled on your  i-phone you can 
also receive the latest weather re-

ports from NOAA weather buoys, 

report the location of a hazard on the 

water in coastal areas, or request 
emergency assistance.  Also you can 

request a vessel safety check for 

your boat if you fill in the request 
form, but instead you can just call 

our own VSC inspector, PDC 

Charles Strong.   

The main reason for this app is to provide additional boating 
safety resources for mobile device users.  The app is self-

contained, so personal information is stored on the phone 

and is not sent to the Coast Guard unless the user chooses to 

send it.  The Coast Guard does not track a user’s location, 
and the app does not track a user’s location unless the app is 

being used. 

Enjoy your boating.  

Reference: USCG http//www.uscg.mil/  Boating Safety  

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Island Time in Winter 

In early December, I headed to Galveston to meet my sister 
and two other sisters for one of our “sisters’ trips.” We had 
selected Galveston two times before, but never in the winter. 
But, with a good condo opportunity available, we opted for a 
December trip. I wasn’t sure what we would find in the win-
ter at a beach resort, but was pleasantly surprised. 

Although our travel days were quite cold, the days we spent 
on the island were mild, mostly sunny and very pleasant. We 
traveled by car but once across the causeway, we were able 
to enjoy a surprising number of water-related activities. 

The first day, we took the ferry to the Boliver Peninsula. It 
was a Monday so there were no crowds and we enjoyed the 
crossing, especially since we saw dolphins. Although some 
restaurants were not open, we found a Cajun restaurant that 
we thoroughly enjoyed. After lunch we walked on Crystal 
Beach and didn’t see a soul. 

We also walked on the beach near our condo and saw some 
colorful sunsets. Again, we saw almost no one; and even 
though we had jackets on, we speculated that we probably 
wouldn’t walk on the beach in July or August.  

Another water activity took place at the Galveston Island 
State Park where two sisters went fishing but didn’t catch 
anything. My sister and I explored some wetland trails. 
Again, we saw only a few people. 

We decided that there was enough to do at the Moody Gar-
dens to warrant purchasing a day ticket. In December, a large 
holiday light display and special ice sculpture exhibit were 
major promotions, and we did enjoy them. But, there were 
also plenty of water-related activities for us. 

Most people are familiar with the signature glass pyramids at 
the Moody Gardens but (like me) may not know what is in-
side. We thoroughly enjoyed the Aquarium Pyramid and the 
Rain Forest Pyramid and saw two movies—a 4D about 
sharks and a 3D about Antarctica and climate warming. And 
to top it off, a cruise on the Colonel Paddlewheel Boat was 
included in our day ticket. 

During our stay on the island, we ate some delicious seafood 
and visited many of the regular tourist spots. Several new 
attractions caught our attention. We signed up for a ghost 
tour, a guided night walk, that was surprisingly informative. 
Our guide told us about the Rosenberg Library and we later 
visited to see the historical exhibits covering Galveston’s 
history as a port and site of major storms. 

Another relatively new attraction is The Bryan Museum, lo-
cated in a former orphanage. Mr. Bryan has an incredible 
collection of art and artifacts related to the American West. 
The attractive grounds are the location for the weekly farm-
ers’ market. We were certainly impressed with this museum 
which opened in 2015. 

With so many fun things to do on both land and water, we all 
agreed that we could easily choose Galveston again, espe-
cially in the off-season. 

Christine Wenk-Harrison 

March 8        Rob Gentry 

March 14      Will Fisher 

March 22      Paul Mallett 

March 25      Erma Campbell 

March 27      Charles Mohle 

March 29      Mary Evans  
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What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

__ __ 

 

Austin Power Squadron  

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

  We are America’s Boating Club     — ® 

February 

   12    E-board meeting  - home of Paul and Deborah Parker 

  18—24  Annual Convention in Orlando (page 3) 

   24   General meeting Vaqueros Café & Cantina—weather seminar (page 4) 

March 

   2   ABC class, 4501 Ranch Rd 620 North (page 3) 

   12  E-Board meeting 

   24   Change of Watch (COW)  Rough Hollow Marina (Lakeway) 1-4 pm  (watch for flyer  

          in your e-mail) 

 April 

     5, 6 &7  D21 Spring Conference  and  Coop Charting at Galveston  Island  (page 4) 

  May 

     3, 4, and 5   Austin Squadron Coop Charting in Port Aransas  (details soon) 
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